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Emma Davis

Born: 1978, London

Education:  
University of York 
Chelsea College of Art 
Slade School of Fine Art

Lives and works in London

www.emmadavisartist.com
http://emmadavis.carbonmade.com

ARTIST’S STATEMENT

Emma Davis studied at the Slade School of Fine Art (MA Fine Art); Chelsea College of Art and 
the University of York (MA English Literature). She was recently invited Artist in Residence 
in Antibes, France; shortlisted for the ArtSlant International Prize 2014; the Royal Academy 
Summer Exhibition and National Open Art Competition 2013.  

Her paintings are concerned with colour relationships and the instinctive response which 
colour, either individually or in combination, can provoke. She is interested in the links 
between word and image, and the gap between the object and its representation. She believes 
that art offers an alternative space, distinct from ordinary life.  

In drawing and painting, she tries to remove unnecessary detail – paring back in order to 
clarify and connect with the power of colour or line. Preferring the immediacy and freshness  
of decisive mark-making, she plays with the element of chance. 

PROFILE

Emma Davis is a writer and visual artist, 
always torn between semiotic means. She 
is greatly influenced by Howard Hodgkin, as 
well as by Japanese block prints and Chinese 
pottery. Davis works across a variety of 
media, including oils, watercolour, etchings 
and pencil on paper, but all of her work 
really relates to drawing, an activity she finds 

somehow intimate. Her watercolours are 
mainly about the effect and meaning of line 
– an abstract quality but one that refers back 
to pictographic languages and calligraphy. An 
avid traveller, Davis explores the sensations 
inspired by new places. Her palettes are 
intense, reflecting heat: a jangle of colours 
reacting to one another.
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Cherry emerald yellow violet  watercolour on paper  2014

Cadmium yellow paynes grey  watercolour on paper  2013



Zavier Ellis

Born : 1973, Berkshire, UK

Education:
City & Guilds of London Art School
Manchester University

Lives and works in London

www.zavierellis.com
zavierellis@zavierellis.com

PROFILE

Zavier read History of Modern Art at 
Manchester University before undertaking 
a Masters in Fine Art at City & Guilds of 
London Art School. He has lived and worked 
in London since 1998. Zavier has exhibited 
globally alongside contemporary and 20th 
century luminaries including Peter Blake, 
Marcus Harvey, Damien Hirst, Robert 
Rauschenberg, Neal Tait, Antoni Tàpies and 
Mark Titchner. Recent exhibitions include 
Museum der Moderne in Salzburg, Torrance 
Art Museum in California and Paul Stolper 
Gallery in London. His work is featured in 
many private collections including the world 
renowned Peter Nobel Collection, Zurich. 
Zavier is also a high profile gallerist, curator 
and publisher. 
 
Zavier combines the use of text with 
painterly, collage, assemblage and 
photographic techniques. Language, the 

ultimate human system by which all things 
are defined, is employed to obfuscate 
and open new possibilities. Street signs, 
misspelt graffiti, literature, coded language 
and obsessed over words are referenced by 
etching, collaging or painting. Narrative is 
implied and the audience is invited into a 
confused dialogue with artist and artwork 
where the broken, derelict, incomplete 
and mistaken are embraced. Combined 
with intense and layered application of 
industrial house paints, drawings, collage 
or found materials, a dynamic is formed 
that oscillates between the cerebral and 
physical; conscious and unconscious; 
premeditated and instinctive. The content 
draws on various intellectual interests, 
either fleeting or ongoing, including 
historical events; nationalism; revolutionary 
politics; art history; myth & magic; religion; 
and insanity.



The End of Days  Liquitex acrylic, spray paint, oil, tape, collage on board  2014

As Above, So Below  house paint, pencil, collage on board  2012 The Covenant  house paint, spray paint, pencil on board  2013



Marguerite Horner

Born: 1954, Lincoln

Education: 
City & Guilds: MA Fine Art
Sheffield University: BA (Hons) Fine Art

Lives and works in London

www.margueritehorner.moonfruit.com
margueritehorner@googlemail.com

PROFILE

[Marguerite Horner’s paintings] ‘…lift the 
ordinary into the extraordinary and the 
specific into the Universal … [they are  
about] … the life behind the eye as well  
as the life in front of it…’
Lady Marina Vaizey OBE 
(Sunday Times art critic and Turner Prize Judge)

Marguerite Horner was awarded the Kidd 
Rapinet prize for outstanding work on 
graduating in 2004 with an MA in Fine Art 
Painting. She exhibited at the 54th Venice 

ARTIST’S STATEMENT

My practice is concerned with the non-material, a reality we can access through  
contemplation and painting. The value of a painting lies in its ability to induce a  
contemplative state in the viewer. As Walter Benjamin says ‘before it the spectator can 
abandon himself to his associations.’

I’m inspired by Merleau-Ponty’s observation that it is ‘precisely because painting does not 
copy things, and because it does not offer things to thought as does science but presents 
them immediately and bodily, in their depth and movement, that painting gives a true sense 
of the world and what it means to see it.’ My paintings aim to investigate, amongst other 
things, notions of transience, intimacy, loss and hope. I use the external world as a trigger or 
metaphor for these experiences and through a period of gestation and distillation, I make a 
series of intuitive decisions that lead the work towards completion.

Biennale and has been selected for the Royal 
Academy Summer Exhibition; Artsway Open; 
The Threadneedle Prize; and The Open West; 
among others. 

In 2012 Marguerite had her first London solo 
exhibition at The PM Gallery. Marguerite’s 
work is in two exhibitions: Contemporary 
British Painting:  Huddersfield Art Gallery and 
@PaintBritain: Ipswich Art School Gallery 
until March 2015.







Alimonopoly  mixed media in a perspex box  2013 













Above:
Remains of a derelict building  2010

Left:
Altar Table  2013









Above:  
Ink Blot Clouds  liquitex markers,  
liquitex spray paint, acrylic paint,  
& oil paint on hand-stretched  
primed canvas  2014

Left:  
Evocation I  acrylic paint and spray 
paint on cotton stretched  2014























Polly Tootal
Born: 1978, Hertfordshire

Education: 
University of Brighton

Lives and works in London

pollytootal@mac.com 
www.pollytootal.com

#43534  2014, C-Type photograph

PROFILE
Polly Tootal is a photographer of British landscapes. Yet the landscapes she registers are not likely to 
be found in any popular chronicle of the land, rejecting as they do the obvious beauty or grandeur 
of things, existing instead in the spaces in-between, so nameless as to be embedded deeply into our 
consciousness and then forgotten. They are spaces marked with the richness of human activity, yet 
bereft of human presence. Tootal’s photography has emerged out of a continual exploration of the 
possibilities of space between a variety of extremes – the familiar and the unfamiliar, the peculiar and 
the mundane. Tootal has become an artist who is concerned with her inner world and her emotional 
responses to it.
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